Youth group tackles
obscure classics

New conductor shares passion for music

BY MICHAEL GOOT
Gazette Reporter

The Saratoga Springs Youth Or-
chestra is taking a trip back in time as
it prepares for its latest performance
— and making history as well.

The ensemble will be playing
the rarely performed works of the
Neapolitan Masters of the 17th and
18th centuries at First Night this
year. New conductor Gioacchino
Longobardi is excited about the op-
portunity to expose the students to
such classic works.

“Why would a younger genera-
tion surrounded by so much tech-
nology go back 300 years and play a
repertoire nobody plays anymore?”
Longobardi remarked aloud at the
group’s rehearsal at Maple Avenue

dailygazette.com
Share your thoughts

on this story at
www.dailygazette.com

Middle School on Sunday.
Longobardi, who was born in
Naples and serves as the president
of the Neapolitan Music Society, has
the goal of exposing the audience
to relatively obscure classical mu-
sicians such as Piccinni, Hasse and
Pergolesi. He said the young musi-

cians are making history because he-

could not think of a single ensemble
in the United States or Europe that
was performing the repertoire. The
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concert will be held on Dec. 3. at 6 p.m. at St.
Peter’s Church.

“If they want to listen to this music, this
is the only place,” he said.

Students will be rehearsing for the next
several weeks to pull together the perfor-
mance. Longobardi plans to have intensive
sessions with various segments of the or-
chestra. Master violinist Alberto Vitolo of
Naples will also be joining the students to
perform.

“It’s putting together one piece of the
puzzle at a time,” Longobardi said.

Longobardi’s quest of popularizing the
little-known music has attracted documen-
tary filmmakers Ken Lewin and Jeff Yorke
of ShootFirst Pictures. The filmmakers have
been following Longobardi for the past two
years for a documentary about the Neapoli-
tan masters.

They were at Sunday’s rehearsal, filming
as Longobardi forcefully gestured while he
conducted, pointing at various sections to
either get louder or softer.

“B-flat!” Longobardi shouted after a flubbed
note. “Mama mia!”

He also took a turn at the piano to give the
youths a sense of the piece.

“Bravo! Bravo!” he said following the end
of a song.

It wasn't all serious business at the re-
hearsal. Longobardi made little jokes about
the snacks provided for the break. “Do not
put your hands on the Cheetos,” he said.

He also wished there were some pizza.
“I'll show you how much pizza I can eat.
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You won'’t believe.”

Longobardi also asked one young musician
how he performed at a recent competition.
The student responded by saying he could
have done better. Longobardi told the stu-
dents that is the right philosophy to have.
“When you say ‘fantastic,” you've set your
standards a little too low,” he said. “It’s a
good thing when you say ‘Next time. ’'m go-
ing to do something different.’”

The students seemed to respond to Lon-
gobardi’s style.

“He’s really enthusiastic and passionate
about what he does, and I feel like his passion
benefits the group as a whole. We’re lucky to
have him,” said 17-year-old Gabrielle Beau-
regard of Rotterdam, a senior at Mohonasen
High School.

Beauregard said she enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to learn older music, but that it also
presents a challenge because she is not able
to study a recording of other groups per-
forming it.

Cellist Walter Thiem, 17, of Ballston Spa,
said he just loves playing music.

“It’s something universal and anyone can
listen to it and understand. It’s a great way
to express oneself,” he said.

Longobardi was recently selected as the
new artistic director and conductor follow-
ing a yearlong search. He graduated from the
Conservatory of Music San Pietro a Majella
di Napoli and has conducted professional
orchestras in Europe. He currently lives in
Albany and also serves as music director
for Calvary United Methodist Church in
Latham.

Reach Gazette reporter Michael Goot at 395-
3105 or mgoot@dailygazette.net.




